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Teaching Statement 

I miss teaching and working with students – it makes me a more productive researcher and I 

value mentoring undergraduate and graduate students. My teaching philosophy balances the use 

of theory and application to provide students a breadth of knowledge and skills that are useful in 

their academic pursuits and beyond. I focus on creating a comfortable and inclusive learning 

environment. I always bring high energy to my lectures and a dose of self-deprecating humor. 

At UNC, I taught undergraduate and graduate students in both a teaching assistant and adjunct 

instructor role. As a teaching assistant for an undergraduate quantitative methods class for 7 

semesters (4.1 out of 5 average rating). I developed 50-75 minute lectures and lab assignments to 

teach data manipulation in Stata, research design and applied statistics. Learning Stata was a 

source of much anxiety for students. I used a variety of lecture methods and small group 

activities that built their confidence. I also dedicated a lot of time outside for individual tutoring 

and help sessions. Help sessions were a great opportunity to mentor students on how to develop a 

research question, how research evolves, and how to really connect the theory to what’s on their 

screen. 

My other goal for students was understanding data; being smart consumers of data that feeds into 

social media and popular press. I wanted them thinking critically about how data is collected, 

how a variable is created, and how the data cleaning process affects their work. I impressed upon 

them how valuable this learning is for career paths beyond policy research. 

I also taught a PhD math preparatory course (Math Camp) and served as a teaching assistant for 

graduate-level microeconomic theory. Math Camp is an intensive 2-week course intended to 

prepare incoming PhD students in public policy and other disciplines for advanced 

microeconomics and econometrics sequences. The class covered linear algebra, calculus, 

optimization, probability, and statistics. As the primary instructor, I delivered daily a 3-hour 

lecture followed by a 1.5 hour structured recitation. For lectures, I prepared approximately 2.5 

hours of content so that I can expand on examples fluidly as questions arise. I also build in real-

time practice problems that increase engagement with the material and elicit questions. My 

approach ensures that students receive all necessary content, but is flexible enough to maximize 

retention of important concepts. Given the rapid progression of the material, students don’t 

always have a chance to fully process all concepts and mechanics. To identify weak areas of 

comprehension, I design recitation to include difficult examples and encourage students to lead 

the class through specific practice problems. I find that their demonstration often provides 

different intuition that benefits their classmates, and also provides a good assessment of their 

comprehension. 

I also prepared a rigorous final and assessed students on their readiness for core doctoral classes.  

After Math Camp, I de-briefed with faculty on topics of concern for a given cohort and provided 

continued tutoring and support to students throughout their microeconomics sequence. Since 

Math Camp is also the first course PhD students take, I use it as an opportunity to orient them to 

life as a graduate student and try to provide mentorship.   
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Below I have listed courses I am prepared to teach at the undergraduate and graduate level. Of 

course, I am more than willing to teach in other areas as needed by the department. 

Theory and Methods 

Policy Analysis 

Microeconomics 

Econometrics 

Probability & Statistics 

Research Design 

Economic Evaluation 

 

 

Field Topics 

Health Economics 

Labor Economics 

Behavioral Health Policy 


